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It is well ordained that the wise must take the ignorant masses on
and on with them, being always with th.em and of them; that they
should act prudently and try to purify the condu-ct of the ignorant,
improve their moral character and aptitude for grasping and appre-
ciating higher truths, well remembering that it would be most
imprudent and useless to force higher truths on them, without prepa-
ring the ground for their reception.
It will not be out of place to recall here the story of Moses and the
Shepherd. The Shepherd in his prayer was using the language of an
anthropomorphic God, and offering to serve him with food, clothing,
etc., when Moses rebuked him saying that God was a spirit, and needed
no such ministrations. The effect of this rebuke was that the
shepherd lost his God, and had none other given him whom he could
devoutly worship.
A voice from heaven was (then) heard, saying, ^Oh Moses, wherefore
have you. driven away my servant ? Your office is to reconcile my
people with me, not to drive them away from me. I have given to
each. race different usages and forms of praising and adoring me. I
have no need of their praises, being exalted above all such needs. I
regard not the words that are spoken, but the heart that offers them.
I do not require fine words, but a burning heart. Men's ways of show-
ing devotion to me are various, but so long as the devotions are
genuine, they are accepted,/'
The above is a complete echo of the sentiments contained in the
Bhagvat Gita.
The Veddnta has, therefore, wisely ordained tliat religions ministra-
tion and instruction, should be graded, according to the varying
receptivity (adhikdm) of the pupil.
With. every advance in intelligence and moral culture, each.
one is sure to find explanations which, will satisfy him, and
there will be a  corresponding  iniproveiaent in his religions
attitude.
Thus, with. the backbone of the ph.ilosoph.ical ideal, the religion
of th.e 'Veddnta, in a thoroughly tolerant spirit, opens th.e path to every
one who is desirous of salvation. It has been rightly described as the
u grand Religious Eepublic of the Veddnta^

